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rebel and a traitor, and bestows the territories held by
him in the Carnatic Balaghat on the English, who, on
coming into possession of them, agreed to get a sunnad
for them from the Emperor and pay to the Nizam seven
lakhs of rupees annually.    This latter clause was some-
thing like the hunters dividing the lion's skin before he
was shot, for a good many years were to elapse before
the British were able to obtain the possession now be-
stowed upon them.    On obtaining these districts the
English also agreed to pay the chouth for them, which up
to that time had been paid to the Mahrattas.   Chouth, as
explained in a former chapter, was a species of black-
mail levied by the Mahrattas in all districts over which
they could gain any influence.    It consisted of 25 per
cent, of the revenue, and if this was not paid the Mah-
rattas sent a force to harry and raid the district in
question, so that it was only by regular payment of
this tax that the villagers could count upon safety from
ravage or plunder.    In return, however, the Mahrattas
agreed to protect such districts from any other robbers.
This claim for chouth had been recogized  early in  the
century when, as we have seen, Syed Hussein had been
appointed Subadar of the Deccan, and from that time
the claim had been asserted by the Mahrattas whenever
they could do so.    It was originally a kind of tax for
nominal police protection.    A further account  of the
origin of this claim will be found in Chapter VII.    On
the whole the terms of the treaty were much less favour-
able to the Nizam than those of General Calliaud.    Not
only did he recognize the validity of the Emperor's
sunnads of which no mention was made in the former
treaty, but- the payments  were greatly  reduced  and
finally he was made to recognize Mahomed All as the
independent ruler of the Carnatic.    It is therefore only